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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

Claims 2-20 and 22-40 are objected to because of the following informalities: in line one 
of each claim "Claim" should read -claim-. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-3, 7, 14, and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Blasen # 3,341,034. Blasen, as best seen in Figures 1, 4, 24, and 26, discloses a platform lift 
apparatus comprised of frame assembly 12, having a drive mechanism 196 internally mounted 
thereon, the drive mechanism having parallel rotatable shafts 202, 210, drums 204, 212, 
tethers/cables/hoist lines 214 (commonly known to be braided), which hang from the drums and 
are secured to platform assembly 14, 176, electric drive motor 222, platform wheels 140, and 
platform wall assembly 184, 188, 190, 308. 

Claims 1, 2, 9, and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Felt 
#1,338,127. Felt discloses a platform lift assembly comprised of frame assembly 1,2, 11, 12, 
parallel shafts having drums 13, 14 mounted thereon that receive tethers/ropes 22, 23 thereon, 
the ropes secured to platform assembly 24-26, by means of fasteners (unnumbered). 
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A llo wable Subject Matter 

Claims 21-40 are allowed. 

Claims 4-6, 8 5 10-13, and 15-19 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

The primary reason for the allowance of claim 21 is the inclusion of at least one drive 
pulley the first shaft being operatively coupled to the second shaft to permit simultaneous 
rotation of the first and second shaft. 

For claim 4, it is the inclusion of each shaft having a drive pulley and a drive belt coupled 
to drive each drive pulley. 

For claim 6, it is the inclusion of at least one extension idler in association with the lift 
drum that shifts horizontal position of the respective lift tether. 

For claim 8, it is the inclusion of a foldable fence connected to the vertical walls. 

For claim 10, it is the inclusion of the platform having a seal providing a barrier between 
the platform and frame when the platform is in the raised position. 

For claim 1 1, it is the inclusion of at least one tensioner associated with the lift drum and 
in contact with a respective tether to prevent twisting or kinking of the tether as it is wound or 
unwound from the lift drum. 

For claim 15 it is the inclusion of the parallel shafts being vertically offset with respect to 
each other and the drive mechanism driving each shaft in opposite rotational directions. 

For claim 16, it is the inclusion of at least one lift drum having an idler lift drum coupled 
to a drive pulley of another shaft to communicate rotational movement between shafts. 
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For claims 1 7 and 1 8, it is the inclusion of a means coupled to the underside of the 
platform for detecting impact of the platform on an object, that means as provided for on page 
17, lines 15-29. 

The prior art of record fails to teach or suggest the claimed features absent the applicants' 
own disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hugh B. Thompson II whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6837. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday 9 am to 5:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Chilcot can be reached on (571) 272-6777. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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